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SUBJECT: GENERAL SUTELA VISIT TO US 

REF: HELSINKI 916 

1. 1 URGE AGAIN THAT WE SHOW GENERAL SUTELA, COMMANDER- 
IN CHIEF OF FINNISH DEFENSE FORCES, THE COURTESY OF 
A PROMPT REPLY ON QUESTION OF HIS VISIT TO US. REFTEL 
REPORTS HOW HE HAS LAID HIS CARDS ON TABLE REGARDING 
HIS DESIRE FOR VISIT TO US THIS YEAR TO BALANCE HIS 
VISITS TO USSR AND SWEDEN. I BELIEVE HE WOULD HAVE 
GREAT DIFFICULTY IN COMPREHENDING A LONG DELAY IN OUR 
REPLYING TO HIS FRANK OVERTURE. 

2. CHIEF IMPORTANCE OF SUTELA VISIT IS NOT, HOWEVER, 

FACT THAT SUTELA HAS PUT US ON SPOT WITH HIS FRANK 
OVERTURE, BUT UNDENIABLE FACT THAT SUTELA AND 
FINNISH MILITARY GENERALLY REPRESENT MOST SOLIDLY PRO-WESTERN 
AND ANTI-COMMUNIST ELEMENT IN FINLAND. WITH 
FINLAND BECOMING INCREASINGLY INDUSTRIALIZED, THE 
STRENGTH OF SOCIALIST COMPONENTS OF FINNISH SOCIETY 
IS GROWING. FINNISH SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY, FIN- 
LAND'S LARGEST, IS COMING INCREASINGLY UNDER INFLUENCE 
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POSITIONS INIMICAL TO US INTERESTS. I BELIEVE IT 
VITAL TO MAINTENANCE OF TRADITIONALLY GOOD TIES BETWEEN 
US AND FINLAND THAT WE DO ALL WE CAN TO PRESERVE GOOD- 
WILL OF FINNISH MILITARY AND ENHANCE THE STANDING OF 
MILITARY IN EYES OF FINNISH PUBLIC. THERE IS NO 
BETTER WAY, IN MY VIEW, FOR US TO DO THIS THAN BY 
RESPONDING PROMPTLY AND FAVORABLY TO GENERAL SUTELA'S 
BID TO PAY AN EARLY VISIT TO US AS LEADING MEMBER OF 
WESTERN ALLIANCE. 

3. AS DEPT KNOWS, FINNISH GOVERNMENT HAS AGREED TO 
OUR REQUEST FOR VISIT TO HELSINKI MAY 18 TO 21 BY 
USS LEAHY. FINNISH ARRANGEMENTS FOR THIS VISIT PROMISE 
TO BE EXCELLENT AND CREDIT FOR SEVERAL PROTOCOL 
BREAK-THROUGHS IN CONNECTION WITH THIS VISIT SHOULD, 

I THINK, BE GIVEN TO NEW FDF LEADERSHIP UNDER 
GENERAL SUTELA. AN EARLY AND FAVORABLE RESPONSE ON 
SUTELA'S TRIP IS DESIRABLE IN ANY CASE, BUT I 
STRONGLY URGE WE TAKE ADVANTAGE OF PSYCHOLOGICAL 
CLIMATE OF USS LEAHY VISIT TO GIVE THIS RESPONSE TO 
GENERAL SUTELA BEFORE LEAHY VISIT ENDS ON MAY 21. 
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